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Read Colossians 4:7-18 

 
Community is the inevitable consequence of the cross.  The work of God results in the 
formation of communities which then form other communities. 
 
It is a fact that a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. The apostle Paul recognized this 
truth.  First, although he had the platform presence, his ability to minister was interconnected 
to that of others (1 Cor. 12:14-26).  Paul never saw himself as an independent entity.  Second, 
Paul understood how the health or well-being of each part served the greater good.  The 
epistle ends with Paul’s personal greetings toward several individuals.  These individuals are 
embodiments of what Paul had previously taught. 
 
Those whom Paul names are trophies of God’s grace.  We are not isolated individuals, but are 
conquering communities marked by passion for the King and compassion for His people.  God 
conquers the enslaved and frees them to a life the imprisoned find unfathomable.   
 
It is perhaps a tired word but “teamwork” is intrinsic to the gospel.  We are designed for 
community.  There is no such thing as an isolated, alone, or independent believer or church.    
It is for this reason we have a plurality of Elders and believe we must equip the saints for the 
work of the ministry (Eph. 4).  Greater good is accomplished together than apart.  A means of 
enabling community is through encouragement. 
 
Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, and, as I understand it, Epaphras, joined Paul in his imprisonment.  
They identified with Paul in his sufferings.  The word Paul uses in verse 11 for 
“encouragement” is different than what is found in verse 8.  The word in verse 8 speaks to 
actual presence.  In verse 8 there is, as it were, a “hug.”  In verse 11 the word is a public 
declaration that openly identifies with another.  It is declarative, not just physical.  Those with 
Paul openly identified their alliance with him.  They were willing to be identified with him 
and suffer the consequences of this alliance.   
 
Friend, we need those who will come alongside of us and encourage us in life’s journey.  But 
we also need those who openly and unashamedly identify themselves with us when we push 
through the valley of the shadow of death and struggle to get to the other side.  Listen to how 
this plays out in verse 12 with Epaphras. 
 
Epaphras prayed for those to whom he ministered.  This was a priority with Epaphras.  What 
an incredible testimony he had among the people of God.  The word choice is telling.  He 
“agonized” in prayer for people.  He knew of the threat against the church and prayed for 
their continued faithfulness.  Consider how this word is used in the New Testament (Luke 
13:24; John 18:36; Col. 1:29; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7).  There is intensity to his prayer life for the 
people of God.  This is what marks our prayers when we have “skin in the game.”  Epaphras 
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understood how the journey of faith is fraught with danger.  There are genuine onslaughts to 
faith.  He is praying that people finish well.   
 
May each of us recognize our interconnected to one another and readily identify with the 
larger body of Christ in our common pursuit of our uncommon God. 
 


